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Thanksgivings for National Life
For the Nation

(Book of Common Prayer, p. 838)

Almighty God, giver of all good things:

We thank you for the natural majesty and 
beauty of this land. They restore us, though 
we often destroy them.
Heal us.

We thank you for the great resources of this 
nation. They make us rich, though we often 
exploit them.
Forgive us.

We thank you for the men and women who 
have made this country strong. They are 
models for us, though we often fall short  
of them.
Inspire us.

We thank you for the torch of liberty which 
has been lit in this land. It has drawn people 
from every nation, though we have often 
hidden from its light.
Enlighten us.

We thank you for the faith we have inherited 
in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, 
though we have been faithless again and 
again.
Renew us.

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work 
here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot 
out ignorance and prejudice, and to abolish 
poverty and crime. And hasten the day when 
all our people, with many voices in one united 
chorus, will glorify your holy Name.  Amen.
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What does voting have to do 
with being a Christian?

An election is a contest of ideas 
about how to shape the future of a 
community, nation and maybe even 

a world. Voting is an act of moral 
agency. It is how a community or 
a nation decides how the moral 
values that it holds and shares 

shape public policy and the lives  
of people. The children of God.  
It is salutary to remember that 

partisan neutrality does not mean 
moral neutrality.

–Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry

Prayers for National Life
For an Election

(Book of Common Prayer, p. 822)

Almighty God, to whom we must 
account for all our powers and 
privileges: Guide the people of the 
United States in the election of officials 
and representatives; that, by faithful 
administration and wise laws, the rights 
of all may be protected and our nation 
be enabled to fulfill your purposes; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayers for the Social Order
For Social Justice

(Book of Common Prayer, p. 823)

Grant, O God, that your holy and 
lifegiving Spirit may so move every 
human heart, and especially the 
hearts of the people of this land, that 
barriers which divide us may crumble, 
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; 
that our divisions being healed, we  
may live in justice and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers for Social Order
In Times of Conflict

(Book of Common Prayer, p. 824)

O God, you have bound us together in 
a common life. Help us, in the midst of 
our struggles for justice and truth, to 
confront one another without hatred 
or bitterness, and to work together 
with mutual forbearance and respect; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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